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Mirza Aziz Koka); the daughters Sultan Khirad (by the daughter
of Raja Bhagwan Das), AffatBanu (by the daughter of M-rza Aziz
Koka) and Daulat Nisa* (by the daughter of Darya Malbhas, a
minor Raja at the foot of hills near Lahore) were born in 1586,
1589 and 1590, respectively. The son of Murad (Rustam by the
daughter of Mirza Aziz) was born in 1581.
The births of sons were celebrated with traditional Mughal lust
for pageantry and merrymaking; in addition, thanks were given to
Allah by way of round-the-clock prayers, feeding of the poor,
release of prisoners, announcement of concessions to slaves, pro-
hibition of slaughter of animals for the remaining days of the
month, remittances of land revenue in some states and the like.
Festivities on the birth of daughters were in a lower key. Although
Akbar disregarded tradition by welcoming the birth of female
children with gaiety and benevolence not known in the previous
generations, yet he too was partial to male progeny. Like Babar
and Humayun, he was obsessed with the desire to assure un-
broken lineage for the house of Timur.
Before returning to Lahore, Akbar did homage in Kabul at the
shrine of his grandfather Babar, and also spent many hours at the
tomb of his uncle Hindai. Though Akbar was essentially a man
of the present, the past to him was not a forgotten chapter. Visits
to mausoleums of saints and seers, as also of his relatives, were
occasions for him to reflect on their achievements and to remind
himself of his own obligations to posterity. At times he would
spend days praying and meditating at the tomb of a holy man and
transport himself to the realm of spiritual imponderables. He
remained a searcher after truth till the end of his day. The glory
of an empire stretching across the entire breadth of Hindustan did
not make him oblivious of the transitoriness of life and imperm-
anence of material "wealth.
As has already been stated, Kashmir enchanted Akbar; mem-
ories of his visit there arc used in him the desire to make Srinagar
his summer capital. The time, however, was not yet ripe for that
score, as given by Abul Fazl, credits Prince Salim with presenting
His Majesty with "the priceless gifts of grandsons" in 1587
(Khusrau by the daughter of Raja Bhagwan Das) and 1589
innovation. The shadow of Abdullah Khan fell ominously over
*Dau!at Nisa lived only for seven months.